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Heartless authorities say innocent 
residents share blame for disaster 


MICHAEL MADIGAN 
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done more to protect their of being guilty of “contribu- business owner was ac- 
assets, in an explosive tory negligence”. cused of contributory negli- 
RESIDENTS and business- blame game revealed yes- Nicholas Owens, SC, gence simply because he 
es who were wiped out in terday by lawyers repre- representing the victims, had established his busi- 


Friday the 13th lo 


SARAH VOGLER 


PREMIER Annastacia 
Palaszczuk is today ex- 
pected to finally claim 
election victory and form 
a majority government — 
13 days after voters went 
to the polls. 


Labor will have a slim 
majority with 48 MPs in 
the new 93-seat Parlia- 
ment, and the Premier will 
resume power after LNP 
leader Tim Nicholls makes 
his long-awaited conces- 
sion speech. 

His reluctance to con- 


the 2011 Brisbane floods senting more than 6000 


share part of the blame for 
their devastating losses, 
state water authorities have 
claimed. 

Seqwater has alleged 
some people could have 


flood victims in Australia’s 
biggest class action. 

The water authority ac- 
cused some 
victims 


ks lucky for Labor 


cede in the face of certain 
Labor victory has drawn 
criticism from Labor and 
within his own ranks, pro- 
longing almost two weeks 
of political uncertainty. 
Several LNP MPs yes- 
terday told The Courier- 
Mail they were frustrated 


with the party’s decision 
not to concede, given they 
had no way of forming 
government themselves 
with the 39 seats the LNP 
is expected to hold. 

“We just need to get on 
with it,” one MP said. 
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told a Sydney courtroom 
that lawyers struggled to 
understand the accusations 
and cited heartbreaking 
personal stories of some 
people accused of failing to 
do enough. One small 


ness at a shopping centre 
that was hit by the 1974 
floods. 
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